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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

North Idaho funders launch COVID-19 Community Response Fund to address 

immediate and long-term needs of communities 

 

SPOKANE, WA, March 19, 2020; A coalition of philanthropic, government,  and 

business partners has joined together to create a COVID-19 Response Fund that will 

rapidly deploy resources to community-based organizations at the frontlines of the 

region’s coronavirus outbreak in North Idaho. The fund is designed to complement the 

work of public health officials, medical providers, businesses and governments to 

expand regional capacity addressing the outbreak as effectively as possible. 

In the coming weeks, funds will be rapidly deployed to community-based organizations 

working in communities that are disproportionately impacted by coronavirus and the 

economic consequences of the outbreak. 

Hosted by Innovia Foundation, the COVID-19 North Idaho Community Response Fund 

will provide funding to organizations that have deep roots in community and strong 

experience serving the elderly, homeless, residents without health insurance and/or 

access to sick days, communities of color, people with limited English language 

proficiency, healthcare, hospitality and gig economy workers, and low-wage employees, 

among others. 

Grants will be administered in partnership with a Regional Pandemic Community 

Advisory Group consisting of funding partners and community representatives.  The 

advisory group will proactively identify potential grant recipients, solicit guidance on 

potential recipients from community advisors, and recommend final awards. In order to 

move resources quickly and not further burden organizations on the frontlines of the 

pandemic, we are not hosting a formal application process at this time. Funds will be 

released on a rolling basis as fundraising continues throughout the outbreak and 

recovery phases of the crisis, making it possible to move resources quickly and adapt to 

http://www.innovia.org/


evolving needs in subsequent funding phases. The advisory group expects to make an 

initial round of grants within the next few weeks. 

Individuals and organizations can donate and find additional information about the 

COVID-19 Community Response Fund via www.innovia.org/covid19.  

“The coming days and weeks will reveal new and unforeseen challenges for our 

communities,” said Innovia Foundation CEO Shelly O’Quinn. “This collective action by 

local funders will provide an immediate, local response to support those who are most 

vulnerable to the health and economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.”  

Innovia Foundation is working alongside other Idaho funders, including Idaho 

Community Foundation, to ensure alignment of grantmaking efforts. 

The Fund is anchored by the following initial donations: $50,000 from Innovia 

Foundation, $30,000 from Equinox Foundation, and $50,000 from Avista Foundation 

(allocated between the Eastern Washington and North Idaho Funds). Additional funders 

include BNSF Railway.  

 

FUNDING PARTNERS:  

 

 

 

 

### 

 

Innovia Foundation ignites generosity that transforms lives and communities so that 

every person has the opportunity to thrive. As the community foundation for Eastern 

Washington and North Idaho, we partner with people who want to make our world 

better. We work together to address and solve our region’s problems, help those in 

need, identify and respond to our greatest opportunities and leave a lasting impact. 

Each year, Innovia Foundation invests nearly $7 million into our communities through 

grants and scholarships to nonprofit organizations and local students. 
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